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The Green Flush Restroom Story
Our reinvention of restrooms began nearly 20 years ago when the National Park Service needed to address a  
public health issue at one of America’s most popular national parks.

Lake Powell is one of the most beautiful reservoirs in the world. During the summer, thousands of campers and 
visitors enjoy the lakeshore at Lone Rock Beach. Due to the summer drawdown of the reservoir, the water’s edge 
can be over a mile from permanent restroom buildings. The lack of convenient restrooms led to high fecal coliform 
levels in the reservoir resulting in multiple beach closures.

As the Park Engineer for Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, I was given the task of solving this problem.  
I believed the best solution would be green flush restrooms located near the water’s edge and they needed to be 
moveable.

To solve this problem I developed the world’s first off-grid, flush restroom. These flush restroom buildings operate 
without connection to any power, sewer, or water utilities, and without direct road access.

The toilets proved to be completely odor-free and very popular with the public, as well as the maintenance staff 
who found these restrooms to be very durable and low maintenance. Fifteen years later, over sixty of these double 
cabin restroom buildings have stood up to heavy public use and are still operating without any significant problems. 
Since the introduction of the beach restrooms, there have been no beach closures at Lake Powell.

The beach restrooms at Lake Powell became the precursor to our Green Flush Restrooms which use the same 
proven concepts, but with significant improvements and new features. Our restrooms make flush toilets an option in 
locations that were thought to be economically or environmentally unfeasible. -Ken Earlywine – founder/co-owner

How We Do It
Since it’s inception Green Flush Restrooms has been committed to green designs and innovation to make the end 
user experience as pleasant as possible. We use low-flow fixtures in all of our off-grid restrooms as well as offer 
waterless urinals. Our restrooms typically can last between several weeks and several months between servicing 
saving on maintenance costs. In staying committed to staying green, we use solar power to generate all the power 
necessary to run a full suite of restroom appliances in our off-grid restrooms.

These include:
• Real Flush Toilets	 • Handwashing sinks with hot water
• Hand dryers	 • ERV (energy recovery ventilation)
• Exhaust fans	 • AC receptacle for maintenance use.

Furthermore, our guarantee for a smell-proof restroom is steadfast. Our design completely segregates the waste-
water vault from the restroom cabin. No more smell!!!

Public safety is becoming ever more a major concern for owners of public restrooms. Green Flush Restrooms un-
derstands this and has designed options for addressing these concerns. 
Continue reading for more information.
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Flush Restroom Anywhere 
From the floor up, the user experience will always be that of a traditional plumbed flush 
restroom.  Without utilities, our restrooms will provide for thousands of uses.  Dual  
chambered precast concrete vaults below the floor hold flush water and waste water, safe 
and sealed, usually for weeks or months between servicing.  

Solar Energy 
Solar energy can provide enough power for most fixtures such as lights, water heaters, 
fans, hand dryers, etc. Winter use of a restroom may require additional power, adding  
electrical or propane service for heat.
 
Rainwater Collection 
We can collect rainwater off the roof.  This water is used for flushing only. In accommodating 
climates, it can substantially reduce your demand for water supply from other sources.  
 

Vandal Resistant Fixtures 
Our restrooms are tough.  They are built to commercial standards including steel doors and 
grade 1 hardware.  We provide an array of vandal resistant options such as concrete block 
construction, hardened interior walls, stainless steel fixtures, and cast iron sinks. 

Customizable Interiors 
We have many options for floor and wall materials such as ceramic tile, epoxy resin, custom 
plastic laminate, wood or stucco texture, as well as other improvements. Every restroom 
we sell has an interior customized by our clients to get the look that will impress visitors. 

Customizable Exteriors 
Like interiors, every restroom we sell is customized for exterior beauty based on your 
budget.  Some of the many options include custom roof profiles, exposed timber beams and 
columns, rock veneer, cedar siding, metal roofing and siding, etc. 

Canopy 
A canopy can create a breezeway between two halves of a restroom, visually stitching them 
into one and providing ample shelter for visitors. The canopy can also be put in front of a 
restroom for shelter or even a picnic area.  
 
Accessibility 
All our restrooms fully meet the requirements of federal and state accessibility codes.  
Optional items to improve accessibility include push pad door operators, and child & adult 
changing tables.

Automatic Door Locks 
Doors can be made to automatically lock at night and then unlock in the morning. This system 
can lock the doors during a power outage or any time the tank is full.  People inside the 
restroom can always exit regardless. 


